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5 US Dept of’l‘mnpémﬁoa Socrém'yNom Mioee nusguted ina 4/17/0‘ leuer 0
Ouﬁon Seumr Ron Wydm that ODOT apply for this exemption.
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for vomplisnos with Oregon's DMV laws that cover basic parts and acosssotios
(beakces, lights, tires, emissions and exhaust, oto). No additional inspection authority
ummmmwmmwnmmw

W:ﬁmmﬁhhﬁnwmm and account for less than : %
of truck acoidents (Of 11,767 truok acoidents from 1993 ~2001, only 89 involved
Qmphudmks) momwmmmmsmummy

'AmdmgbODO’r the vast majarity of tuck sccidents are caused by driver

bd:marwhnrthmmhmd and Oregon slrsady has & comprehensive and
aggressiva treffic enfirostuent program that applizs to farm track drivers and goes
abovs and beyond the fadaral suquirements. Awn.nondduonﬂuminynvorfmn
trucks ip ascessary.

Ascording 10 ODOT, Oregoun's farm track accident record is o low that QDOT
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mm« Oownmu of tho Commareial Vehiole Safety Allisnce (CVSA),
nstional uﬂnyadvlthBDO'r voted {0 endorse and mppnrt()npnsroquut for

mmwwumms-mnmmmmcsmumn
s performancesbasud: ‘Thut {5 to say that we &re not all about simply racking up
frpressive numbaers of actions, 1.6, K inspections; mthier, the program is intanded
1o expeud soarce fesoizoss prudenily to bring about safity improvemnants where trend
date clegily indlostos enhancenients oan be obtxined. Farm operations in Oregon do
nﬁmmmummmmbythnmmm ,

: Itwouldbumiundﬂvobwcct Oto,nn'l moomblereqmbrexmpm

Approval wonld mean that the exemption {s valid for two yesss and sutomatically
reviewed. Denial means that parhapes cne of the best state MCSAP programs in the
astion will conse 10 receive foderal graet Amds. How can that result possibly be
construed 1o be & positive development i the natlonal quest to improve safsty?
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inspections conducted armually by local law enforcament MCSAP subcantractors. All
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inspections pesformed s 2 result of probable cayse traffic stops on highway will
cease, Special operations like hours of service cheoks and OSP's Operation Trucker
Chack will require alternate fanding sources. Education and public outreach programs
will need alternate sources of funding. Current exampies include Reapeact the Hill
outreach (Emigrant Hilt) and a Judicisl Outreach program.

o Prior federal review of Oregom statutes and administrative sules did not find the
current issue to be a basis for non-compliance, What is the reason for all the fuss
now? Are egos getting in the way of national truck safety lssues?

s Most of tho farm trucks used in Oregon are small 10,000 1b single axle trucks,

¢ The farm trucks are usually serviced at least once a year by the farmers, and used for
limited periods during the year (usually & few weaks) to trangport crops from fleld to
market~—usually & processing or storsge facility.

o Most of the farm trucks transporting products from field to market are traveling on
rural seoandary roads, not interstate highways,

o Fanm trucks generally traveling on rursl roqds during harvest sre traveling at slow
speéds, especially when loaded:

s Through coust interpretation, most of Oregon's farm products could be classified as
being hauled in [nieratate commmenrce, with the possible excaption of those products
fully processed in Oregon.

» It would make sense to grant Oregon the exemption aa proposed by ODOT, then
request a safety record from ODOT before granting s renewal every 2 years. This
would allow the US DOT & wachdog truck safety in Oregon withous forcing the
State to implement unnoecessary regulations on farmers,
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